PIERCE  HALL 
by  Gorham  Dana 


In  1906  the  late  Charles  H.  Stearns  read  a  paper  before  the 
Brookline  Historical  Society  entitled  A  Short  History  of  Pierce 
Hall  with  some  Personal  Recollections .    This  excellent  paper  gave 
a  very  complete  history  of  this  famous  old  building  up  to  that 
date,  but  since  then  there  have  been  several  notable  events  that 
are  worthy  of  being  recorded.    I  have  used  Mr.  Stearns'  paper 
and  town  records  for  data  on  the  older  events,  and  the  historical 
records  of  the  First  Parish  in  Brookline  for  tfre  more  recent  events. 

It  is  interesting  to  consider  the  events  that  led  to  the 
construction  of  this  building  and  some  of  the  restrictions  exis- 
ting at  that  time.    The  date  was  1825,  and  at  that  time  Brookline 

f  * 

was  a  small  town  with  a  population  of  less  than  a  thousand.  The 
settlement  of  the  town,  which  was  set  apart  from  Boston  in  1705, 
had  started  in  the  area  around  Brookline  Village  (then  called 
Punch  Bowl  Village)  and  had  extended  up  Walnut  Street  (then  called 
Sherburne  Road)  which  was  the  main  artery  to  New  York  and  the  west. 
The  center  of  the  town  had  been  officially  determined  as  the  tri- 
angular lot  on  Walnut  Street  close  to  the  First  Parish  church, 
although  this  is  certainly  not  the  center  of  the  present  town. 
In  1844  a  census  taken  by  the  town  showed  88  houses  and  100  fami- 
lies living  above  (west  of)  the  center,  and  124  houses  with 
164  families  to  the  east.    At  that  time  the  part  of  the  village 
south  of  Village  Lane,  and  in  general  all  the  area  to  the  south 
of  High  Street  was  a  part  of  Roxbury.    The  first  regular  stage 
line  from  the  village  to  Boston  had  been  started  only  4  years 
previously.    The  First  Parish  church  on  Walnut  Street  (then 
called  The  Church  of  Christ,  Congregational),  was  the  center 
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of  activities  and  was  the  only  church  in  town  from  its  founding 
in  1717  to  the  building  of  the  Baptist  church  on  the  grounds  of 
the  old  Dana  Tavern  at  Harvard  Square  in  1828.    A  small  brick 
schoolhouse  had  been  built  in  1713  on  the  triangular  lot  (center 

J-e.  t  o  n  eh 

of  the  town)  on  Walnut  Street  close  to  the  church.     The  ^church  />  z///y//?£ 
built  in  1806,  was  of  wood  and  was  on  the  south  side  of  Walnut 
Street,  replacing  the  original  church  across  the  street.     It  be- 
came the  center  of  town  government.    Town  meetings  were  held  in 
the  church  building  in  warm  weather  but  were  adjourned  to  the 
school  building  on  the  triangle  nearby  when  "the  wintry  gales 
made  the  church  uncomfortable". 

There  was  an  extraordinary  distinction  in  force  at  that 
time  by  which  it  would  be  deemed  sacrilegious  to  have  artificial 
heat  in  a  church  building,  and  as  a  result  the  members  of  the 
congregation  had  to  attend  the  long  church  services  in  their 
overcoats,  sometimes  relieved  by  warm  stones  or  small  charcoal 
stoves  which  they  brought  with  them.     Fortunately  this  re- 
striction did  not  apply  to  schools,  and  the  little  brick  school 
nearby  was  heated  by  a  wood-burning  stove  with  a  long  stove  pipe 
running  through  the  length  of  the  building.    A  similar  arrange- 
ment can  still  be  seen  in  the  old  Putterham  School  on  Newton 
Street  which  has  been  preserved  in  its  original  condition. 

At  that  time  there  had  been  no  separation  of  church  and 
state,  and  the  church  building  was  owned  and  operated  by  the 
town  and  financed  by  general  taxation.     The  town  paid  the 
minister's  salary,  and  there  is  a  case  on  record  where  the 
minister  of  the  church  petitioned  the  Selectmen  to  call  a 
special  meeting  of  the  town  to  raise  his  salary.     This  petition 
has  been  preserved  and  is  on  exhibit  in  the  historical  room  of 
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the  First  Parish.  Under  these  conditions  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  town  affairs  centered  about  the  church.  But  the  time  soon  came 
when  larger  and  more  comfortable  quarters  were  needed  both  for  town 
meetings  and  for  the  school,  the  school  building  being  small  and  in 
poor  repair. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  April  5,  1824  it  was  voted  "that  the 
selectmen,  Thomas  W.  Sumner,  Ebenezer  Heath,  and  Joshua  C.  Clark  be 
a  committee  to  examine  the  state  of  the  brick  schoolhouse  and  report 
at  the  May  meeting  on  the  probable*  expense  of  repairing  it  and  also 
of  erecting  a  new  house  of  wood  and  stone."    This  was  a  very  repre- 
sentative committee,  most  of  the  members  living  near  by,  and  they 
acted  promptly.    As  a  result  of  their  report  the  town  voted  on 
May  3  "that  the  schoolhouse  be  not  repaired, that  Mr.  Sumner  be  em- 
ployed to  draught  a  plan  for  a  one  story  building  to  accommodate 

the  town  that  the  Selectmen  be  required  to  call  a  meeting 

on  Monday  next,  to  see  whether  the  town  will  build  a  schoolhouse." 

At  that  time  practically  all  the  buildings  in  the  town  were 
of  wood,  but  the  use  of  stone  had  recently  been  started.  The 
Tappan-Philbrick  house  at  182  Walnut  Street  (now  occupied  by 
Dr.  Walter  Burrage ) ,  had  in  1822  been  built  of  stone  by  those  en- 
terprising gentlemen.    Likewise,  the  Joseph  Sewall  house  on 
Wellington  Terrace,  now  a  boarding  house,  was  built  of  stone  in 
1823.     Cut  stone,  however,  was  costly  and  was  difficult  to  trans- 
port from  the  quarries  in  Quincy.     It  is  not  surprising,  therefore, 
that  quite  a  controversy  developed  as  to  whether  the  town  should 
go  to  the  expense  of  using  stone  for  a  town  building.  Several 
factions  argued  the  case,  one  stating  that  the  old  schoolhouse  had 
"been  good  enough  for  them  and  their  fathers  and  ought  to  suffice 
for  coming  generations."    Others  felt  that  a  building  of  wood 
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should  be  good  enough  and  would  cost  less  than  stone.    A  few  of 

the  forward-looking  citizens  thought  that  a  fine  building  of  stone 

was  none  too  good  for  Erookline.    All  these  ideas  were  set  forth 

at  the  town  meeting  held  May  10,  1824,  and  it  was  finally  voted  to 

build  a  two-story  wooden  building,  28  x  48,  with  the  basement 

story  entirely  above  ground.    This  latter  restriction  was  probably 

inserted  on  account  of  many  ledges  known  to  be  in  the  neighborhood. 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  same  committee,  with  the  addition  of 

Richard  Sullivan,  a  retired  Boston  merchant,  take  charge  of  the 

project. ^The  previous  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  it  was  then  voted 

to  give  the  committee  power  to  build  the  schoolhouse  of  stone  "if 

ton  a 

they  think  it  advisable."    It  was  also  voted  that  the ^treasurer  be 
empowered  to  borrow  what  money  was  necessary  to  erect  the  building. 
At  that  time  architects  were  extremely  scarce,  and  buildings  were 
so  simple  that  almost  any  builder  could  draw  the  necessery  plan. 

The  building  committee  courageously  decided  to  ignore  the 
pleas  for  economy  and  voted  to  use  stone  for  the  construction. 
They  wasted  little  time  deciding  upon  a  location.     Besides  the 
church  building  the  town  owned  a  large  lot  of  land  to  the  east 
(down  hill),  part  of  which  was  later  sold  to  Ignatius  Sargent 
and  is  now  part  of  the  famous  Sargent  estate.     The  town  land  im- 
mediately adjoining  the  church  on  the  east  was  decided  upon,  and 
it  was  here  that  the  efficient  building  committee  promptly 
started  work  on  a  stone  building  28  x  48  feet  in  area  and  one- 
story  and  basement  in  height.    The  building  was  completed  within 
the  year  and  was  dedicated  Saturday  evening,  January  1,  1825 
"with  prayer  and  sacred  musick."    The  basement  story,  which  was 
rather  dark  and  gloomy,  was  to  be  used  as  a  district  school  and 
the  story  above  as  the  town  hall.    A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
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Deacon  Robinson  for  the  gift  of  a  valuable  chandelier  which  was 
placed  in  the  main  hall. 

The  time  soon  came  for  the  separation  of  church  and  state. 
And  this  had  important  impacts  on  Pierce  Hall.     In  1825  an? amend- 
ment  to  the  State  Constitution  was  passed  which  required  the  towns 
and  parishes  to  "make  suitable  provision  for  support  and  main- 
tenance of  public  teachers  of  piety,  religion,  morality,  etc."  In 
other  words,  the  towns  could  no  longer  pay  the  salary  of  ministers 
The  Brookline  church  promptly  took  measures  to  comply  with  this 
law,  and  Dr.  Charles  Wild,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  issued  a  warrant 
requesting  Deacon  John  Robinson  to  call  a  meeting  on  December  18, 
1833  to  take  the  necessary  action.    There  were  22  persons  present 
at  the  meeting,  including  such  well-known  Brookline  names  as 
Stearns,  Davis,  Robinson,  Thayer,  Clark,  Goddard,  Heath,  Richards, 
and  Sullivan.    The /meeting  was  opened  in  the  church  building  but 
was  adjourned  to  the  new  town  hall  (Pierce  Hall)  probably  because 
that  building  was  heated.     The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
the  beloved  minister,  John  Pierce.    He  had  been  chosen  as  minis- 
ter 35  years  previously,  and  made  the  extraordinary  record  of 
holding  the  position  for  52  years.    He  died  in  1849.    He  was 
noted  for  "his  charm,  his  loving  disposition,  and  friendly  bear- 
ing."   He  was  interested  in  every  person  and  institution  in  the 
town  and  made  an  almost  ideal  pastor  for  such  a  community.  He 
had  a  remarkable  memory  for  all  that  happened  to  his  parishioners 
and  friends.    He  not  only  knew  every  person  in  town,  but  was  con- 
sulted by  them  on  all  kinds  of  subjects.     If  anyone  wanted  to 
know  the  distance  to  any  point  in  town  he  could  tell  them  from 
personal  experience  just  how  long  it  would  take  to  walk  there. 
His  friend,  Dr.  Putnam,  of  the  old  Roxbury  church  said  of  him, 
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"Dr.  Pierce  is  Brookline  and  Brookline  is  Dr.  Pierce."    He  was  a 
born  historian,  and  he  kept  an  accurate  diary  of  all  that  occurred, 
which  has  served  a^s  a  basis  of  many  historical  papers. 

Dr.  Pierce,  in  his  account  of  the  meeting  on  December  18,  1853, 
stated  that  "the  Congregational  Society  of  Brookline  took  measures 
for  forming  an  independent  parish  according  to  Law  and  for  pro- 
curing an  act  of  the  General  Court  authorizing  them  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  parish.    With  the  passage  of  an  act  incorporating 
the  new  Society  March  28,  1954,  the  legal  separation  of  the  parish 
from  the  town  was  completed.    The  Church  of  Christ  in  Brookline 
ceased  to  be.     There  remained,  however,  a  long  and  tedious  settle- 
ment of  questions  relating  to  the  ownership  of  land  and  pews. 
All  the  pew  owners  who  did  not  care  to  become  members  of  the  new 
organization,  except  three,  gave  up  their  pews.     The  question  of 
the  rights  of  these  three  made  some  trouble  but  was  at  last 
settled."    The  old  church  was  now  the  First  Parish  in  Brookline,  - 
an,  independent  church  not  legally  connected  to  any  denomination, 
as  was  desired  by  the  Rev.  John  Pierce.     It  was  some  time  later 
that  the  parish  gradually  became  affiliated  with  the  Unitarian  de- 
nomination, as  Dr.  Pierce  in  his  lifetime  was  opposed  to  any 
factions  being  formed  in  his  church.    This  was  quite  common  at 
that  time  when  so  many  Congregational  churches  joined  the  Uni- 
tarian denomination. 

According  to  the  town  records,  under  date  of  April  7,  1854 
the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  defining 
the  interests  of  the  town  and  the  First  Parish  was  read  by 
Mr.  Richard  Sullivan.    It  stated  that  "until  a  second  religious 
society  was  organized,  the  First  Parish  was  deemed  to  be  a  terri- 
torial parish  with  limits  identical  with  those  of  the  town.  While 
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every  one  was  liable  to  be  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  church, 
anyone  being  a  member  of  another  religious  society  in  another 
town,  under  the  law  of  1811,  could  require  that  his  tax  be  paid 
to  his  own  minister.".   When  the  present  meeting-house  was  built 
in  1805,  the  entire  space  lying  in  common  round  it  was  "laid 
open".     "When  another  religious  society  is  formed,  the  property 
before  appropriated  by  the  town  to  the  use  of  the  First  Parish 
shall  be  considered  the  property  of  the  said  parish."    The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  reported  that  the  land  on  which  the  church 
and  the  horse  sheds  were  located  should  be  considered  the 
property  of  the  parish  and  that  "the  land  around  the  meeting- 
house, having  always  been  used  as  a  training  field  for  the 
Militia  of  the  town  will  be  as  an  easment  to  the  parish  and 
should  forever  hereafter  'lie  common1.     The  lot  south  of  the 
meeting-house  could  not  be  encumbered  with  buildings  without 
endangering  the  meeting-house  from  fire  and  obstruction  of 
light  and  air,  could  never  be  of  any  worth  to  the  town  except 
for  the  stone  and  gravel,  and  should  be  considered  as  that 
portion  of  the  common  land,  secured  to  the  town  and  said  parish 
jointly,  reserving  to  the  town,  however,  the  right  to  take  stone 
and  gravel  therefrom  at  all  times.     The  land  on  which  the  town 
house  (Pierce  Hall)  stands  and  the  space  south  of  it  is  the 
property  of  the  town  as  is  the  lot  to  the  east.    The  lot  across 
the  street  on  which  the  original  meeting-house  stood,  was  voted 
by  the  town  in  August  1806  to  be  added  to  the  parsonage." 

The  committee  also  reported  that  the  "deacons  of  the  First 
Parish  stand  as  trustees  of  one  acre  of  marsh  land  conveyed  to 
them  by  William  Aspinwall  by  deed  February  1,  1823  for  use  of 
John  Pierce,  D.D.  and  his  successors  in  the  gospel  ministry  of 
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the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Brookline,  being  the  same  that 
was  owned  by  the  Rev.  James  Allen,  the  first  minister  of  the  town. 

The  school,  which  occupied  the  basement  story  of  the  new  town 
hall  {Pierce  Hall),  was  a  district  public  school  operated  by  the 
school  committee  and  was  used  as  such  until  1843  when  the  high 
school  was  first  established,    -it  was  apparently  located  in  the 
same  building  (Pierce  Hall)  with  the  district  school.    Benjamin  H. 
Rhodes  was  headmaster  assisted  by  James  Pierce,  a  relative  of  the 
Rev.  John  Pierce. 

In  1845  the  second  town  hall  was  built  on  Washington  Street, 
the  site  of  the  present  Town  Hall.     The  Rev.  John  Pierce  gave  the 
dedicatory  address  in  which  he  gave  a  very  complete  history  of 
the  town. 

The  original  town  hall  (Pierce  Hall)  near  the  church  was  now 
used  exclusively  foryschool  purposes,  the  girls  occupying  the  uppe 
story  and  the  boys  the  basement.    Mr.  Rhodes  was  the  first  head- 
master but  was  soon  succeeded  by  Mr.  Hezekiah  Shailer,  a  brother 
of  the  Rev.  William  Shailer  of  the  recently  organized  Baptist 
church.    The  new  headmaster  was  a  believer  in  the  old  adage  "spare 
the  rod  and  spoil  the  child",  but  he  was  a  faithful  and  con- 
scientious teacher  and  commanded  the  respect  of  his  scholars.  He 
always  opened  the  school  with  prayer,  kneeling  on  the  platform, 
but  keeping  an  eye  on  the  pupil s^  who  were  duly  reprimanded  later 
if  they  did  not  behave  discreetly.    At  that  time  he  was  courting 
Miss  Jane  Griggs,  daughter  of  Deacon  Thomas  Griggs,  and  there  was 
considerable  merriment  when  the  class  was  asked  to  correct  the 
English  in  the  sentence,  "Jane  and  I  was  invited." 

Amongst  the  teachers  were  Miss  Harding,  Miss  Annie  Ware  (an 
aunt  of  Henry  Ware),  Miss  Taber,  and  Miss  Emily  Ripley  who  later 
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married  the  Rev.  James  Reid.    Amongst  the  scholars  were  Spencer 
Richardson  (later  of  Richardson  and  Hill),  Burt  Wilder,  and 
Mr.  Philbrick.    While  the  Pierce  Hall  building  was  not  an  archi- 
tectural success  and  was  rather  cheerless, Ithe  scholars  certain- 
ly enjoyed  the  recess  periods  as  they  had  a  "glorious  playground 
around  the  church  with  the  old  horse  sheds  for  a  gymnasium."  In 
the  winter  there  was  fine  coasting  down  Walnut  Street  as  far  as 
Cypress,  and  there  were  no  rules  against  coasting  on  public  streets 
in  those  days. 

After  Mr.  Shailer  and  Professor  William  P.  Atkinson  who 
followed  him,  there  were  several  masters  who  served  only  a  short 
time  and  under  whom  the  morale  suffered  30  that  several  parents 
sent  their  children  to  private  schools.    Things  improved,  however, 
under  John  Emory  Hoar  who  became  headmaster  in  1854.     In  1856  the 
high  school  building  on  the  corner  of  Prospect  and  School  Streets 
was  opened,  and  Pierce  Hall  was  abandoned  for  a  while.    Mr.  Hoar, 
in  reporting  on  the  move,  stated  that  "we  have  emerged  from  those 
low-browed  arches  of  stone  and  from  the  damp  and  darksome  cells 
to  the  more  genial  influences  of  solar  light  and  wholesome  air". 

In  1857  a  new  public  school,  called  the  South  Primary,  was 
opened  in  Pierce  Hall  after  the  requisite  alterations  in  the 
heating  plant  and  the  fixtures  of  the  building  had  been  effected. 
This  continued  as  a  primary  school  till  1868  when  the  Boylston 
Street  primary  school  was  built. 

Amongst  the  teachers  in  the  old  school  were  Miss  Adalaine 
Pope,  sister  of  Albert  A.  Pope  of  bicycie  and  automobile  fame, 
and  Miss  Ellen  Hedge,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Frederick  H.  Hedge 
of  the  First  Parish.    The  building  was  then  vacated  by  the  town. 
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The  next  year,  1869,  the  building  was  purchased  by  Edward 
Atkinson  and  Nathaniel  Chapin  for  $1,000  and  was  used  by  them 
as  a  private  school.    Quite  a  few  changes  were  made  in  the 
building,  including  a  large  frame  addition  at  the  rear  that 

f 

almost  doubled  the  area  of  the  hall.    The  floor  of  this  addition^ 
was  -a  above  that  of  the  old  hall  and  was  connected  by  ,^1 


imney  was  built  which  provided  for  several  at- 
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steps      a  new  chimney  was  built  which  prov: 
tractive  fire-places.     The  basement  story  was  not  excavated  and 
did  not  extend  under  the  frame  addition,  and  it  has  remained  so 
ever  since.    The  basement  of  the  old  section  was  re -arranged 
and  was  yftfa  used  entirely  for  dressing  rooms. 

The  new  school  flourished,  at  first  in  charge  of  Miss  Ride- 
out,  assisted  by  Miss  ClieiSimit^  and  later  under  Miss  Se^mans,  who 
afterwards  married  Mr.  Andrews,  the  architect.*   This  school  con- 


tinued until  1887  and  was  very  popular  and  successful.  When 
Mr.  Atkinson's  children  had  completed  their  education,  his  in- 
terest in  the  building  waned.     The  old  building  remained  vacant 
for  awhile;  then  was  purchased  by  the  First  Parish  in  1890  and 
named  Pierce  Hall  in  memory  of  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  popular 
minister  of  the  town  for  so  many  years.    A  few  years  later  a 
bronze  tablet  was  placed  on  the  building  by  the  parish  reading 
as  follows: 

PIERCE  HALL 

First  Town  Hall  in  Brookline.      Built  in  1825 
was  used  as  the  first  High  School  1845-1856 
Bought  by  the  First  Parish  in  1890. 
Named  for  Rev.  John  Pierce,  D.  D. 
minister  of  this  parish  1797-1849 

^  ShjU,h  ^cvt    K/cl,^  vi.  We   n^.,  Ware     «««  /*WM 
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The  building  was  used  by  the  parish  for  social  purposes, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  was  leased  to  outside  parties  for 
meetings  of  various  kinds.     It  was  a  favorite  place  for  private 
theatricals  as  it  had  a  good  stage  and  ample  dressing  rooms. 
In  due  course  the  leasing  of  the  hall  was  given  up,  largely  for 
tax  reasons,  and  it  was  used  only  by  the  parish  except  when 
loaned  without  cost  to  a  few  organizations  of  a  charitable  nature 

When  the  present  stone  church  was  built  in  1892,  the  wooden 
addition  to  the  older  church  was  moved  to  a  location  between  the 
new  church  and  Pierce  Hall.    Here  it  was  used  as  a  parish  house 
and  for  Sunday  School  headquarters.    This  was  not  a  very  satis- 
factory arrangement,  and  there  was  a  growing  demand  for  some 
rebuilding. 

In  1905  extensive  repairs  on  Pierce  Hall  became  necessary, 
as  the  wooden  sills  had  decayed,  causing  a  settlement  of  the 
whole  structure.    This  was  taken  care  of  temporarily  by  wooden 
props.     The  rebuilding  of  the  wooden  Sunday  School  building 
came  to  a  head  at  the  annual  parish  meeting  that  spring,  and 
the  parish  voted  to  undertake  this  and  also  repairs  on  Pierce 
Hall  at  the  same  time.    A  building  committee  was  appointed,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Collens  was  chosen  as  architect.     The  plans  called 
for  important  changes  and  repairs  in  Pierce  Hall   aid  also  for 
a  connecting  building  between  the  church  and  Pierce  Hall.  This 
connecting  section  was  to  be  of  frame  construction, stucco-covered 
and  to  contain  a  minister's  study  and  a  church  parlor.      The  ad- 
joining Sunday  School  and  parish  house  was  to  be  rebuilt  and  re- 
arranged.   With  a  promise  of  sufficient  funds  the  work  was 
promptly  started.    The  repairs  on  Pierce  Hall  were  completed  and 
the  new  connecting  building  was  practically  finished  in  the  fall, 
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when  on  November  3,  1906  a  disastrous  fire  occurred,  starting  in 
the  basement  of  the  new  building,  destroying  that  section,  and 
spreading  to  the  roof  of  the  church.     By  heroic  efforts  the  fire- 
men were  able  to  save  Pierce  Hall  with  only  very  slight  damage. 

Jlfhe  fire  made  the  church  auditorium  unusable  for  several 
months,  but  the  Bethany  Church  kindly  offered  the  Bethany  Sunday 
School  building  on  Washington  Street  for  use  by  the  parish.  This 
offer  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  by  extraordinarily  quick  work 
the  Parish  Committee  was  able  to  notify  the  members  of  the  con- 
gregation of  the  change  in  the  meeting-place  in  time  for  the  Sun- 
day service  to  be  held  two  days  later. 

Repairs  on  Pierce  Hall  had  already  been  practically  com- 
pleted, so  that  in  a  short  time  the  Sunday  services  were  held 
there,  and  continued  to  be  until  the  church  auditorium  could 
again  be  used. 

The  parish  promptly  voted  to  rebuild  the  section  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  enough  funds  were  soon  promised  to  allow 
the  use  of  stone  which  would  match  the  church  building.  The 
work  included  the  rebuilding  of  the  frame  addition  at  the  rear 
of  Pierce  Hall  with  stone.     In  this  section  was  installed  a 
modern  kitchen  with  Sunday  School  rooms  in  a  second  story  above. 
The  ceiling  of  the  main  hall  was  removed  and  the  original  timbers 
there  were  encased.    The  basement  floor  was  rearranged  for  dress- 
ing rooms  and  a  room  for  the  Boy  Scouts. 

In  the  new  parish  house  there  was  a  minister's  room  and  an 
attractive  Sunday  School  room  which  was  later  redesignedj  to  form 
the  beautiful  Lyon  Chapel.     Separated  from  this  by  folding  doors, 
which  when  open  would  enlarge  the  Chapel,  was  a  parlor  which  con- 
nected with  the  kitchen  in  Pierce  Hall.    The  new  building  was  com- 
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pleted  and  dedicated  October  11,  1907. 

The  extensive  repairs  and  rebuilding  of  Pierce  Hall,  which 
had  extended  over  several  years,  wa^now  completed,  and  the  old 
building  was  now  very  attractive. 

In  order  to  control  any  future  fire  whicft  might  again  start 
in  the  basement,  the  parish  in  1925  had  a  modem  automatic 
sprinkler  system  installed  in  the  basement,  kitchen,  and  stage 
section  of  Pierce  Hall,  and  through  the  entire  basement  of  the 
parish  house  and  main  church. 

Pierce  Hall  has  now  become  an  integral  part  of  the  First 
Parish.    It  is  interesting  to  recall  that  not  so  many  years  ago 
the  parish  considered  disposing  of  the  old  hall  because  of  the 
expense  of  frequent  repairs.     Today  Pierce  Hall  is  practically 
a  new  building,  the  outside  stone  walls  being  the  only  part  that 
has  not  been  rebuilt. 

At  the  ripe  age  of         years,  this  historic  old  building, 
which  has  witnessed  so  much  of  the  history  of  Brookline,  is  in 
better  condition  than  ever  before  and  is  still  holding  a  very 
important  and  useful  place  in  the  community. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  situation  will  remain  for  many  years 
to  c ome • 


